CSOsurgegovtnotto
increase age of
marriage for girls to 21
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Alarge number of civil soci-
etyorganisations (CSOs) came
together and urged the gov-
ernment not to increase the
age of marriage for girls from
18to21. Ata Pressconference
today, these organisations
and individuals with experi-
enceinresearchand advocacy
onadolescents and young pe-
ople, child rights and wo-
men’s rights have also made
submissions to the governme-
nt’s Task Force providing co-
gentreasonsfor whywe need
toquestion the government’s
hasty desiretoraisethelegal
age of marriage for women.

In theIndependence Day’s
speech, Prime Minister Naren-
der Modi announced that
his government is contempla-
ting raising the minimum
age atmarriage to 21 from 18
years for girls (at presentitis
18 for girls and 21 for boys).
“We have formed a commit-
tee to ensure daughters are
no longer sufferingfrom mal-
nutrition and they are mar-
ried off at theright age. Assoon
as the report is submitted,
appropriate decisions will

in existence since 4 June 2020,
deliberating on thisissue.In
the panel discussion, these civil
society members said the
announcement may cause
damage to the society; citing
variousnational dataon early
marriage, health, education,
labour and the law. Amend-
ingthelawbyfiatwill notfur-
thergenderequality, womens
rights or empowerment of
girls, and will do little to
improve the health of moth-
ers and infants.

They said child marriage
has already givenwayto late
adolescent marriage. As per
the National Family Health
Survey-4,only 6.6 per cent were
married below15years (young
adolescents), while as many
as20.2per centweremarried
between 15 and1 7years (late
adolescence).

In other words, less than
27 per cent (of womenin the
20-24 age group) were mar-
ried before the current legal
age of 18 years. Thismarks a
improvement from last de-
cade. The members highligh-
ted that early marriage isthe
consequence, not the cause
of girlsdroppingout ofschool.
Poverty, not early marriage,

betaken abouttheage of mar- isthe maincause ofill health
riage of daughters,” the PM  of mothers and their children.
said. Hewas referring to the = Therefore, raising the age of
TaskForceconstitutedbythe marriagewillonly criminalise
government, whichhasbeen —notprevent- mﬂymamages. ;
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