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New Delhi: There is no rational reason why the minimum age of marriage for women should be lower
than men

Can a law to raise marriage age for women work?

By Abhishek Jha, Hindustan Times, New Delhi
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There is no rational reason why the minimum age of marriage for women should be lower than men.
However, that is exactly the case under the current law that makes child marriages illegal in India:
the Prevention of Child Marriage Act, 2006 (PCMA). 

Home Latest News India World Delhi Entertainment Cricket Lifestyle Astrology Edi

IPL 2023 Live Cricket Score HT Premium Web Stories Trending Quiz VideoBihar 10th Result

OPEN APP

https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news
javascript:void(0)
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/can-a-law-to-raise-marriage-age-for-women-work-101640281633937.html?utm_source=fb&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=ht_site
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/can-a-law-to-raise-marriage-age-for-women-work-101640281633937.html?utm_source=twitter%0avia%20@naalmot&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=ht_site&title=Can%20a%20law%20to%20raise%20marriage%20age%20for%20women%20work%3F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/can-a-law-to-raise-marriage-age-for-women-work-101640281633937.html?utm_source=linkedin&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=ht_site
javascript:void(0);
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/latest-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/delhi
https://www.hindustantimes.com/entertainment
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle
https://www.hindustantimes.com/astrology
https://www.hindustantimes.com/editorials
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/ipl
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/live-score
https://www.hindustantimes.com/ht-exclusive
https://www.hindustantimes.com/web-stories
https://www.hindustantimes.com/trending
https://www.hindustantimes.com/quiz
https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos
https://www.hindustantimes.com/education/board-exams/bihar-board-10th-result
https://htiphoneenglish.page.link/?apn=com.ht.news&isi=1000991178&ibi=com.ht.htiphoneenglishapp&si=https://www.hindustantimes.com/images/apopen_App_storyp-images/ht2020/mobile.svg&efr=1&utm_campaign=open_app&utm_medium=msite&utm_source=open_App_story&open_app_details&link=https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/can-a-law-to-raise-marriage-age-for-women-work-101640281633937.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/search
https://epaper.hindustantimes.com/
https://htiphoneenglish.page.link/?link=https://www.hindustantimes.com&apn=com.ht.news&ct=HT_Masthead_download&efr=1&ibi=com.ht.htiphoneenglishapp&isi=1000991178&mt=8&pt=660495&utm_campaign=HT_Masthead_download&utm_medium=HTwebAMP&utm_source=masthead_web


3/28/23, 6:28 PM Can a law to raise marriage age for women work? | Latest News India - Hindustan Times

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/can-a-law-to-raise-marriage-age-for-women-work-101640281633937.html 2/16

Advertisement

Graduate

practice ready

Apply now for special scholarship

consideration and financial aid

McGeorge School of Law

Open

A bill to amend this law and make the minimum age for both genders 21 years – it is 18 years for
women and 21 years for men currently – was introduced in the Lok Sabha on December 21. 

As with every bill, this one also comes with a “Statement of Objects and Reasons” for enacting it. This
statement cites the equality of genders guaranteed by the Constitution of India as one of the reasons
for enacting the bill. 

However, an HT analysis shows that the amendment is unlikely to achieve its other objectives and its
reasons are divorced from what the government’s own data says. Here are four charts that explain
this.
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Uttar Pradesh government of�cials have been asked to submit af�davits declaring that no dowry was taken during
their marriage. (Representational image)
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Decline in child marriages sped up slightly after the 2006 law

Home Latest News India World Delhi Entertainment Cricket Lifestyle Astrology Edi

IPL 2023 Live Cricket Score HT Premium Web Stories Trending Quiz VideoBihar 10th Result

OPEN APP

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C5ydRO-QiZL79E4uRz7sP5Iy1iAGjzt6qb7ai55PoENzZHhABIL7Phxpg5cLkg6QOoAGBjMeOAcgBBuACAKgDAaoE_gJP0O7AczHWl81IVsHjqHuuDaU_PX5ECqz1kxhfoJenj3CgTSAnrjAtagkW6cd0PUsOfVUB8u7VvByBP9LABVtD1xOkz47cDNP4nwzE2hIdnaHBt_cmHtHYNDGHUM-4PxzjZFrQFK3HOnJFL1q3sBi6psz6iBiaMmMZ7vhF5_5JGElS5FMp60vylyRQDE2oJz9nyXor3tpHwVU5I5ByIBnRs72HUQ-VCQ7y7zv-EZ3P86uOKLz31ZLPHO7UWwOoPCwQXRi4_htfHwkjZ7qWLR98IsRvubKbXHLpToqWisSlABLsDMfj_2NqYJVtmSnZislUXuPLq_YBTWlGHk5ykAR6YEVlHMn06t7SF1jd1yl7j1Yf0K_5NSjGHvn4UEsc_RXg21pWtMNQHz89-dX6-bH-Q6W1JgSLjurX4o3E15bV7JhMs3Rhmz99Nul50obY82UHdPQ9VBPPkldgyhHzuGmPVlD6SycRc0H3YPN5Bu8rJr3y1cfi--EC1KFZ7cTYwATfvdP2jwTgBAGAB-fzuPECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIFAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgeB0ICAgIAEsQlLoEBU55EbHIAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDNAVAZgWAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSTgDUE5ym81wxj15ZG3dRGlzXaF81xgadQdz4VXHitrhCldqPFtEkrDcQQlww9eGBjmugMuyJXverimVMT0YLLwVIJM1yrZPphg4IIkftFxgB&sig=AOD64_0nQyPTAK9bM0IhPeZP7KrjXNSUwA&client=ca-pub-6453680425766689&rf=4&nb=19&adurl=https://law.pacific.edu/law/jd-programs%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI_oapuNb-_QIVi8hzAR1kRg0REAEYASAAEgKw8vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C5ydRO-QiZL79E4uRz7sP5Iy1iAGjzt6qb7ai55PoENzZHhABIL7Phxpg5cLkg6QOoAGBjMeOAcgBBuACAKgDAaoE_gJP0O7AczHWl81IVsHjqHuuDaU_PX5ECqz1kxhfoJenj3CgTSAnrjAtagkW6cd0PUsOfVUB8u7VvByBP9LABVtD1xOkz47cDNP4nwzE2hIdnaHBt_cmHtHYNDGHUM-4PxzjZFrQFK3HOnJFL1q3sBi6psz6iBiaMmMZ7vhF5_5JGElS5FMp60vylyRQDE2oJz9nyXor3tpHwVU5I5ByIBnRs72HUQ-VCQ7y7zv-EZ3P86uOKLz31ZLPHO7UWwOoPCwQXRi4_htfHwkjZ7qWLR98IsRvubKbXHLpToqWisSlABLsDMfj_2NqYJVtmSnZislUXuPLq_YBTWlGHk5ykAR6YEVlHMn06t7SF1jd1yl7j1Yf0K_5NSjGHvn4UEsc_RXg21pWtMNQHz89-dX6-bH-Q6W1JgSLjurX4o3E15bV7JhMs3Rhmz99Nul50obY82UHdPQ9VBPPkldgyhHzuGmPVlD6SycRc0H3YPN5Bu8rJr3y1cfi--EC1KFZ7cTYwATfvdP2jwTgBAGAB-fzuPECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIFAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgeB0ICAgIAEsQlLoEBU55EbHIAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDNAVAZgWAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSTgDUE5ym81wxj15ZG3dRGlzXaF81xgadQdz4VXHitrhCldqPFtEkrDcQQlww9eGBjmugMuyJXverimVMT0YLLwVIJM1yrZPphg4IIkftFxgB&sig=AOD64_0nQyPTAK9bM0IhPeZP7KrjXNSUwA&client=ca-pub-6453680425766689&rf=4&nb=0&adurl=https://law.pacific.edu/law/jd-programs%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI_oapuNb-_QIVi8hzAR1kRg0REAEYASAAEgKw8vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C5ydRO-QiZL79E4uRz7sP5Iy1iAGjzt6qb7ai55PoENzZHhABIL7Phxpg5cLkg6QOoAGBjMeOAcgBBuACAKgDAaoE_gJP0O7AczHWl81IVsHjqHuuDaU_PX5ECqz1kxhfoJenj3CgTSAnrjAtagkW6cd0PUsOfVUB8u7VvByBP9LABVtD1xOkz47cDNP4nwzE2hIdnaHBt_cmHtHYNDGHUM-4PxzjZFrQFK3HOnJFL1q3sBi6psz6iBiaMmMZ7vhF5_5JGElS5FMp60vylyRQDE2oJz9nyXor3tpHwVU5I5ByIBnRs72HUQ-VCQ7y7zv-EZ3P86uOKLz31ZLPHO7UWwOoPCwQXRi4_htfHwkjZ7qWLR98IsRvubKbXHLpToqWisSlABLsDMfj_2NqYJVtmSnZislUXuPLq_YBTWlGHk5ykAR6YEVlHMn06t7SF1jd1yl7j1Yf0K_5NSjGHvn4UEsc_RXg21pWtMNQHz89-dX6-bH-Q6W1JgSLjurX4o3E15bV7JhMs3Rhmz99Nul50obY82UHdPQ9VBPPkldgyhHzuGmPVlD6SycRc0H3YPN5Bu8rJr3y1cfi--EC1KFZ7cTYwATfvdP2jwTgBAGAB-fzuPECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIFAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgeB0ICAgIAEsQlLoEBU55EbHIAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDNAVAZgWAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSTgDUE5ym81wxj15ZG3dRGlzXaF81xgadQdz4VXHitrhCldqPFtEkrDcQQlww9eGBjmugMuyJXverimVMT0YLLwVIJM1yrZPphg4IIkftFxgB&sig=AOD64_0nQyPTAK9bM0IhPeZP7KrjXNSUwA&client=ca-pub-6453680425766689&rf=4&nb=7&adurl=https://law.pacific.edu/law/jd-programs%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI_oapuNb-_QIVi8hzAR1kRg0REAEYASAAEgKw8vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C5ydRO-QiZL79E4uRz7sP5Iy1iAGjzt6qb7ai55PoENzZHhABIL7Phxpg5cLkg6QOoAGBjMeOAcgBBuACAKgDAaoE_gJP0O7AczHWl81IVsHjqHuuDaU_PX5ECqz1kxhfoJenj3CgTSAnrjAtagkW6cd0PUsOfVUB8u7VvByBP9LABVtD1xOkz47cDNP4nwzE2hIdnaHBt_cmHtHYNDGHUM-4PxzjZFrQFK3HOnJFL1q3sBi6psz6iBiaMmMZ7vhF5_5JGElS5FMp60vylyRQDE2oJz9nyXor3tpHwVU5I5ByIBnRs72HUQ-VCQ7y7zv-EZ3P86uOKLz31ZLPHO7UWwOoPCwQXRi4_htfHwkjZ7qWLR98IsRvubKbXHLpToqWisSlABLsDMfj_2NqYJVtmSnZislUXuPLq_YBTWlGHk5ykAR6YEVlHMn06t7SF1jd1yl7j1Yf0K_5NSjGHvn4UEsc_RXg21pWtMNQHz89-dX6-bH-Q6W1JgSLjurX4o3E15bV7JhMs3Rhmz99Nul50obY82UHdPQ9VBPPkldgyhHzuGmPVlD6SycRc0H3YPN5Bu8rJr3y1cfi--EC1KFZ7cTYwATfvdP2jwTgBAGAB-fzuPECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIFAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgeB0ICAgIAEsQlLoEBU55EbHIAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDNAVAZgWAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSTgDUE5ym81wxj15ZG3dRGlzXaF81xgadQdz4VXHitrhCldqPFtEkrDcQQlww9eGBjmugMuyJXverimVMT0YLLwVIJM1yrZPphg4IIkftFxgB&sig=AOD64_0nQyPTAK9bM0IhPeZP7KrjXNSUwA&client=ca-pub-6453680425766689&rf=4&nb=1&adurl=https://law.pacific.edu/law/jd-programs%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI_oapuNb-_QIVi8hzAR1kRg0REAEYASAAEgKw8vD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C5ydRO-QiZL79E4uRz7sP5Iy1iAGjzt6qb7ai55PoENzZHhABIL7Phxpg5cLkg6QOoAGBjMeOAcgBBuACAKgDAaoE_gJP0O7AczHWl81IVsHjqHuuDaU_PX5ECqz1kxhfoJenj3CgTSAnrjAtagkW6cd0PUsOfVUB8u7VvByBP9LABVtD1xOkz47cDNP4nwzE2hIdnaHBt_cmHtHYNDGHUM-4PxzjZFrQFK3HOnJFL1q3sBi6psz6iBiaMmMZ7vhF5_5JGElS5FMp60vylyRQDE2oJz9nyXor3tpHwVU5I5ByIBnRs72HUQ-VCQ7y7zv-EZ3P86uOKLz31ZLPHO7UWwOoPCwQXRi4_htfHwkjZ7qWLR98IsRvubKbXHLpToqWisSlABLsDMfj_2NqYJVtmSnZislUXuPLq_YBTWlGHk5ykAR6YEVlHMn06t7SF1jd1yl7j1Yf0K_5NSjGHvn4UEsc_RXg21pWtMNQHz89-dX6-bH-Q6W1JgSLjurX4o3E15bV7JhMs3Rhmz99Nul50obY82UHdPQ9VBPPkldgyhHzuGmPVlD6SycRc0H3YPN5Bu8rJr3y1cfi--EC1KFZ7cTYwATfvdP2jwTgBAGAB-fzuPECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIFAiAYRABGB0yAooCOgeB0ICAgIAEsQlLoEBU55EbHIAKA5gLAcgLAbgMAdgTDNAVAZgWAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSTgDUE5ym81wxj15ZG3dRGlzXaF81xgadQdz4VXHitrhCldqPFtEkrDcQQlww9eGBjmugMuyJXverimVMT0YLLwVIJM1yrZPphg4IIkftFxgB&sig=AOD64_0nQyPTAK9bM0IhPeZP7KrjXNSUwA&client=ca-pub-6453680425766689&rf=4&nb=8&adurl=https://law.pacific.edu/law/jd-programs%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI_oapuNb-_QIVi8hzAR1kRg0REAEYASAAEgKw8vD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AZhb-cBhus_VlOJnr7KJ8SeJ7U7VKaMjN-b0LE7rZZG4-zUKD8EpeqIWKxgnw3HjhtA1HNrUE3Wd0jEEE71sSHLx3Jw4DzStHWBkAOji_PMC-WYaQS3p0a4iaHIYiXL9A_VWnG7aUNMi56uXBILUrMFx-D02WyH3cXEVang8lps_3QqRp1DSwTKKWfkpgtIMt-XkOCVJD7W-V2VAf-YLL5KFyvpHpxVws5gd3Cv6WkrDJSPCUi3z5fOqQzM6J7uAkSeWzpzBFmPt437YKONLiUKoKqTn6fnJSOc79ghWOh6-nyfeTW2KHpfJVDiJjRK3Pw-wjfoUlXbs0PjPl_HkTFBgQib3jrtwj7fgbMrFY8C3_gwwb4mxZ73vm5x0KNWSh4eUBHqSshJP_MmFeJ_bmp1HUdfRoWvZp5ASK9tMObGmEHK32sCimMmxTk2DcjrdMO6qtbVpmAgOK-hRcyseCX3FFNnlDyYGPRBn0X_vHZd1zdEEnUnZEn0ho2dxkMLdBrz2DCVko6cUbYh4IxXXtmBl8W4bnwQWc89waqZKyeS7YxQiPgirK870N2Wk-7im-6M8CDZqZeYN_DbuqwB2JTr26algcF4gGCR-j0Ll_niP1YPfsNhPg8d104nhLfjnB1jn_zxCyQoHxqpaqMOk1rgLF7DJaj4_AUbhFZI_c50Ndn6hM9u6_q5lPinRWb6WFMqDLvJpggJHC_tmAk0GxJZFmxYF-0cm5bbqpP6tJV-eP41v4RUbOXPcCMzh3QVmN0-4dzC8gHihWyU4INAfsXv2UGYhCOyk7Idm27hrXD5LKGxBwjSeMN8EWsFtL6jK5qTBwuE3UE82zhgzwK1eJqIF3pczNpcHU4oyAjQEM4fb6rmxccoad-9y5sQ4vdRt8QhOTXt6hRfT6NnqzrfCN_yVHujp0JQ8SPmApjVx6su2xhelKg2_jv2OLnx2G1_2jM_N5Wsf2TaoMmFjAVH3owVxdUcqadAoHCm1stT6P2T72oH6P2LyfTngDti22HYlmdOd8MGXmeWZSrpxewLXDUT00rh-Ut3Rv0ggaVL-HE8J0QdLqsw4mDL8MgGBVpM4QXrOnfyMpoK6S9v2iXQq0iUI2_ZnDuAOfp4DHV_ZTm7_FPepONECDw7I2Vnu6lGhpGsdf-55TQm3VA3hjxpRiKFgWJtRA7mnBJSpVbwf_Zb28mgknchqsnHg6BZf_r-QWyqcWf5tEgm2TIKQNfFcfEiaXWmsDrOUvbsz5KOXk0gDokApnne_n5k3JWVbiqK9sWpBpxJm0EfulHLVvrDLC5Mf3OF9i1lKDCBR_KVF02UVSzIy-35Bqtgjby22YQsjPfuByWHMmWWmhcrj1TE2RCtB7gyyt2ndIX9icQ2BmPo6hWd-abssj6UB-GS354vUwb2nk6Wvo6rPXq-efqYAVAYlaNsIAeq9BFEOw-Fyja4hdRGW-DiA9cTJ4lcJDlBDrC9RgsKGr-vYHEXLM11R__fT69uN7ENb8qDUDeqBTcrykIS4Kuc2z4mGZBkGuCiEIo0BEZuOafpHWSWHogy3oomCByHCZ3nRDHyJHz4lnSRlaita0YuS3RyltZ4J-v3nuY2ESv0lBtac46_wC1uPXhSQnuvOS2m98JamM3pQ-03c26RP19LJdOrY0SFJphE4R7OD6VhsFoloUxtUPeJ1Im306QNBlk0NokGC-Ghda6n3vyMz2W6uTamWghELkizldAoT6p1ScOJ3IHfqEafr4EjAd_jwY-vND0rDxKkUU5s1nV__kui_yBYlDKtsqBW2u5TE-2sx0GG8Ct1USylGNJuRGboAJn8iib7TAkddnMBIZNT5rm8cOZLDb-9ao9a7nxc1RDVglCps646hBs9FthK2kkM5cOTWbPOU-Rgc504ZYrOZSh9-NffJUH3cM3h1SaAxdVa0BwPDWS_LT_1hQCC2FpLM6CQzNM4XiUZminDNjuYfEiPRcWs0Ysb_t3om6T_g5zEyqCWNyPik1yym3RPgmx8l
https://vdo.ai/contact?utm_medium=video&utm_term=hindustantimes.com&utm_source=vdoai_logo
javascript:void(0)
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/can-a-law-to-raise-marriage-age-for-women-work-101640281633937.html?utm_source=fb&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=ht_site
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/can-a-law-to-raise-marriage-age-for-women-work-101640281633937.html?utm_source=twitter%0avia%20@naalmot&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=ht_site&title=Can%20a%20law%20to%20raise%20marriage%20age%20for%20women%20work%3F
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/can-a-law-to-raise-marriage-age-for-women-work-101640281633937.html?utm_source=linkedin&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=ht_site
javascript:void(0);
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/ipl
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/live-score
https://www.hindustantimes.com/ht-exclusive
https://www.hindustantimes.com/web-stories
https://www.hindustantimes.com/trending
https://www.hindustantimes.com/quiz
https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos
https://www.hindustantimes.com/education/board-exams/bihar-board-10th-result
https://htiphoneenglish.page.link/?apn=com.ht.news&isi=1000991178&ibi=com.ht.htiphoneenglishapp&si=https://www.hindustantimes.com/images/apopen_App_storyp-images/ht2020/mobile.svg&efr=1&utm_campaign=open_app&utm_medium=msite&utm_source=open_App_story&open_app_details&link=https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/can-a-law-to-raise-marriage-age-for-women-work-101640281633937.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/search
https://epaper.hindustantimes.com/
https://htiphoneenglish.page.link/?link=https://www.hindustantimes.com&apn=com.ht.news&ct=HT_Masthead_download&efr=1&ibi=com.ht.htiphoneenglishapp&isi=1000991178&mt=8&pt=660495&utm_campaign=HT_Masthead_download&utm_medium=HTwebAMP&utm_source=masthead_web


3/28/23, 6:28 PM Can a law to raise marriage age for women work? | Latest News India - Hindustan Times

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/can-a-law-to-raise-marriage-age-for-women-work-101640281633937.html 3/16

Emirates - Sponsored

Up to 5,000 channels

Learn More

The �rst reason cited in the bill for amending the PCMA is that the 2006 law has not completely
ended child marriages. 

“The Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929, was replaced by the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act,
2006, to prohibit solemnisation of child marriages, but this highly pernicious practice is still not
completely eradicated from our society. Hence, there is an urgent need to tackle this societal issue
and to bring in reforms,” the statement citing the reasons for the amendment says. 

The National Family Health Surveys (NFHS) support this. A decade after the 2006 law was passed,
over a third of women of age 20-49 years reported being married before turning 18. This proves that
the practice exists, and that reforms are needed. What the statement does not explain is how
increasing the minimum age will end it. 
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The changes made in 2006, for example, were related to how child marriages are to be prevented
and not the minimum age, and seem to have sped up the decline in child marriages. 

The share of 20-49 years old women married before adulthood declined at the rate of 1.03
percentage points per year from 1998-99 to 2005-06. It decreased at the rate of 1.7 percentage
points per year after that.
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The drop in share of women married before
adulthood is bigger after 2005-06
Share of 20-49 years old women married before turning 18 (%)
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The amendment bill and the reasons cited for it also seem to suggest that religious personal laws are
somehow related to or are enablers of child marriages. 

“Invoking different marriage laws of different faiths, I rise to introduce the amendment bill,” Smriti
Iriani, the Union minister for women and child development, said in the Lok Sabha. 

Most personal laws have the same age bar as the PCMA. The difference with PCMA is only in the
Muslim personal law, where the age of puberty – considered to be 15 years – is the minimum age. 

NFHS data shows that these personal laws have little correlation with the prevalence of child
marriages in different communities. 
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Child marriages are 1.6 times more likely among Hindus than among Christians although their
personal laws have the same minimum age criteria. 

Muslims and Hindus are almost equally likely to participate in a child marriage even with different
age criteria.
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Two other reasons cited for bringing the amendment are that it will help in improving nutritional
status and employment prospects of women. HT analysed the impact of child marriage on these
indicators in a story published on August 23, 2020. 

Young or breastfeeding women indeed have worse nutritional status than older or women who are
not breastfeeding. However, nutritional status is also correlated with wealth of the household. 36%
women in the bottom 20% of households by wealth were underweight, according to the 2015-16
NFHS, compared to 12% women in the top 20%. 

Similarly, the Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) conducted in 2018-19 shows that up to 20 years
of age, labour force participation of married women is similar if not higher than unmarried women. 
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In the 21-25 age group and the 26-30 age group, unmarried women are twice as likely to participate
in the labour force as married women. This suggests that increasing the age of marriage will not
change women’s employment prospects until marital norms are decoupled from work participation. 

Since it does not explain how job prospects will change, in effect, the law may make the poorest
people most vulnerable to its prosecution provisions since child marriages are most prevalent in the
lowest wealth category, according to NFHS data.

Nutritional status and employment can be affected by marriage at any age
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NFHS data shown above suggests that child marriages are still widely prevalent. Cases �led under
PCMA are relatively much less. 25% women in the 20-24 age group reported being married before
turning 18 in the 2015-16 NFHS. 

This would, in effect, amount to at least 14 million women married before legal age after the 2006
law was passed, according to March 2016 population projections for the age group. 

National Crime Records Bureau data, however, shows only 1,666 cases �led under PCMA from 2007
to 2016. Why is this the case? One reason is that the Child Marriage Prohibition Of�cer provided
under the PCMA is a government servant at the district level carrying additional charge, who is
neither proximate to the site of such marriages, nor has the time and training to perform the role,
said Madhu Mehra, head of research and training at Partners for Law and Development (PLD). 
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Child marriages are often stopped by social activists, who are few and far between, and they prefer
to mediate as shaming the family results in backlash, making matters worse for the child, she added.

Even when child marriage cases are brought to courts, they may not be against child marriage per se.
PLD analysed 83 cases of child marriage – not all �led under PCMA but all concerning annulling one
– that were decided between 2008 and 2017. 54 of them were ones of elopement, where either the
parents were prosecuting the husband or seeking custody of their daughter or also cases where the
couple sought protection from their parents. 25 other cases were of an arranged child marriage.
They were related to the marriage breaking down because of domestic abuse or the partners being
incompatible.
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The reforms the amendment bill talks about could well begin by hiring trained of�cers, increasing
fund allocation for nutrition, increasing the right to education up to the minimum age of marriage, or
simply put, spending some money on the objectives the bill seeks to achieve.
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